
Benjamin 
Broadcast 

Dear Benjamin Families, 

I can’t believe it is already March!  
The year is flying by quickly. 

This Friday, March 2nd, around 5:00 
pm, report cards will be available for 
viewing.  Remember to check both 
TeacherEase and Skyward 
Gradebook.  This weekend, take a 
few minutes to review your child’s 
grades and talk with your child about 
where they are doing well and some 
possible areas for improvement.  We 

can see that some families have not yet 
accessed their child’s grades this year.  If 
you need assistance with this, please 
contact your child’s teacher or our of-
fice.  We are here to help you. 

PARCC testing will take place for 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grade students during 
March and part of April.  Students typi-
cally do better on the tests when they 
take them with their class.  If you need 
to schedule an appointment for your 
child during that time, please check with 
your child’s teacher regarding their 

PARCC schedule.  
Thank you for your 
help with this. 

We look forward to 
seeing you at the Carni-
val this Friday night!  It 
is going to be a great 
evening! 

Sincerely, 

Marlys Bennington-

benninmm@myunit5.org 

McLean County Unit District 5  
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Inside this issue: 

Noon Supervisors 

Needed  

We are in need of noon 

hour supervisors!  This is a 

paid position.  The hours 

are Monday-Friday, from 

10:55-12:55.  Please contact 

Mrs. Bennington at 

(309)557-4410 or at ben-

ninmm@myunit5.org, if 

you are interested.  Thank 

you! 

 

Wednesdays are 

designated as Spirit 

Wear Days.  Students 

& staff may wear 

Benjamin Bear 

clothing or orange & 

black. 

Digital Citizenship ~ Did You Know? 

Our Benjamin community has a shared interest in our students’ digital lives, and we would like to 

encourage family/community conversations about digital citizenship. Each month we will offer a 

family activity that allows our community to have an open and positive conversation about our digi-

tal lives.  Visit https://www.unit5.org/Page/14570  to see this month’s activity. 

Here at Benjamin, our 2nd-5th grade students use Google Classroom and other Google programs 

during their time in the IMC and at times in the classroom. Because of this, they each have a gmail 

email account that they can access at school and at home.  Ask your student about these tools and 

work together to get signed in at home. Simply navigate to Google and click sign in. It will request 

an email address, which is your student’s username (this is a nine digit number they have memo-

rized) @myunit5.org, and a password which your student also has memorized.  

This month we would also like to offer a Digital Dilemma from Common Sense Media that focuses 

on managing screen time. We hope that this hypothetical situation will be a great way to get the 

conversation of digital citizenship started in your family. 

Mrs. Mroz 

Kindergarten Pre-Registration ~ Tuesday, March 13th 

Pre-registration for all 2018-19 kindergarten students will be held at Benjamin on Tuesday, March 13, 2018 

at 8:30 A.M. and 1:15 P.M.  You may attend either session.   

Students must be 5 years of age on or before September 1, 2018, to attend kindergarten this fall.  Pre-

registration numbers are important, as they help to determine how many sections of kindergarten we will 

plan to have next year.  

Please bring a copy of your child’s birth certificate and any kindergarten dental, physical, and immunization 

records that you may have.  You will also need three different types of proof of residency. 

Please bring your future kindergarten student with you, if you can. Your child will have an opportunity to 

meet some of the kindergarten teachers, meet other future kindergartners, and participate in some learning 

activities.   

If you are unable to attend either session on March 13th, please call the school office at 557-4410.  Please 

share this information with neighborhood families who do not currently have a student attending Benjamin 

Elementary School.  Thank you. 



 

Save the Date! 

Thursday, May 17th ~ 5th Grade Recognition (Afternoon) 

Friday, May 18th ~ Talent Show ~ Start Preparing Your Act Now 

Congratulations to the follow-

ing students who were our Jan-

uary GROWL winners:  

Tess Leaver (PE Delveaux), 

Max Jenkins (PE DElveaux), 

Shivani Anand (PE Myers), 

Joshua Bridges (KF), Nirosha 

Jaganathan (KF), Reid Jimison 

(KF), Tracey Allen (KH), Mihir 

Potnis (KH), Sadhvi Arora 

(KL), Dhyia Mahendra Babu 

(KL), Curtis Nannen (KS), Fin-

ley Robison (1A), Elena Sim-

mons (1A), Srikar Gollu (1E), 

Aria Kietzman (1E), Graham 

Maxwell (1G), Bennett Weber 

(1G), Jeron Finley (1S), Bella 

L’Heureux (1S), Hailey Deterd-

ing (2A), Jaxson Poppe (2A), 

Ana Honzel (2F), Hailey Simon 

(2F), Jaece Deterding (2K), Jack-

son Masters (2K), Gavin Mathey 

(2V), Addison Max (2V), Amelia 

Bartlett (3C), Aden Shah (3C), 

Rishan Hameed (3G), Grace Hertz 

(3G), Madhu Prabu (3H), Angad 

Raut (3H), Sam Barrett (4G), Hou-

da Bouzouma (4G),  Liam Duf-

field  (4L), Piper Lowder (4L), 

Dennis Brown (4R), Gavin 

Michaels (4R), Nysa Anand (4S), 

Olivia Bird (4S), Justin Curtis 

(5G), Anthony DiCiaula (5J), 

Ishita Ravi (5J), Chase Cloyd (5S), 

and Kiernan Newton (5S). 

These students celebrated by en-

joying a pizza party with Mrs. Ben-

nington on Thursday, February 

15th! 

How does a Benjamin Bear re-

ceive a GROWL?  GROWLS 

are earned by going above and 

beyond our expectations in the 

areas of respect, responsibility, 

or safety.  These are important 

behaviors that will allow them 

to become successful adults.   

Each month, two students from 

each class will be drawn from all 

of the GROWL winners from 

that month.  These students will 

be rewarded with a pizza lunch-

eon with the principal.  They 

also receive a special GROWL 

medal.  We hope to recognize 

quality character in many of our 

students throughout the year.   

January GROWL Winners 
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Benjamin Young Authors Representatives  

Congratulations to the following students who had their Young Authors books selected to represent 
Benjamin this year: 

Elijah Thomas (2A) ~ Peter’s Best Christmas 

Ishaan Jha (3C) ~ Mario Meets the Presidents 

Angad Raut (3H) ~ U.S. History for Kids 

Natalie Perkins (4S) ~ The Magic Flute 

 

These four books will move on to the district level competition.  Excellent job!! 

Thank you to all students who took time to write and illustrate books for our Young Authors program 
this year.  We are proud of all of you! 
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We want to start this note by thanking all the Benjamin Bear students, families, and their extended families for 

their participation in our Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser for The American Heart Association. Our students and 

families have participated in this program every other year since our school has been opened. With that being said, 

it is our fourth event and we have raised over $50,000.00 during this period. This year our families raised 

$11,545.00.  We like having the students participate in a cause that promotes lifelong learning and community ser-

vice impacting other individuals and their families in a positive way. We are grateful to you all and are blessed to 

be part of the Benjamin Community. 

The smell of spring is in the air, but old man winter is trying to hang on. Students may still need 

their boots, but please make sure they have tennis shoes every day for gym, too. We love when they 

are moving and getting their heart rates up.  Healthy bodies equal happy, healthy learners. 

Always, 

Todd Delveaux & Jo Myers  

 

Student Council 

The Benjamin Student Council will be selling Smencils March 19th-23rd, before 
school in the lobby.  These smelly pencils are fun to collect and use in 
class.  Proceeds from Smencil and Spirit Stick sales go towards items for our school 
and service projects in our community. Our latest project was providing the 
"Welcome" lettering above the gym/Music/Art hall.  These are all the languages 
currently spoken at Benjamin! Check it out!   

Spirit Days are coming the week of March 19th-23rd.  More information will be 
coming soon! 

 
 

Evans Junior High will be having their 6th grade Orientation Night on Thursday, April 19th at 6:00 P.M.  Information will 

be presented about the sixth grade curriculum, as well as sports/club opportunities and general information regarding Ev-

ans.  The Evans PTO will also be there to disseminate information and to sell Evans’ spirit wear.   All of our 5th grade 

students and parents are invited to attend. 

On May 3rd, our 5th grade students will visit Evans.  They will also meet with the Evans guidance counselors that morn-

ing to hear a little bit more about next year.  These experiences help prepare our 5th graders for starting junior high in 

August. 

Start watching the Evans website now for more information regarding sports tryout dates, clubs, and other learning op-

portunities. You don’t want to miss out on your child’s favorite activities.  Cheerleading tryout permission forms and 

teacher recommendations are due this Friday, March 2nd. 



March is National Nutrition Month 

Music Notes 

We Can!  (Ways 

to Enhance Children’s Activity & Nutrition) 

is a national education program designed to 

give parents and communities a way to help 

children learn to eat nutritious foods.  As 

parents, you can do a lot to help your chil-

dren learn healthy eating habits and maintain 

a healthy weight.  Involving them in meal 

preparation and cooking can motivate them 

to try new foods – and is a good way to 

spend time together as a family. 

What is a “healthy” diet? 

 A healthy eating plan is one 

that :  Emphasizes fruits, vegetables, whole 

grains, and low-fat or fat-free milk products. 

It also includes lean meats, poultry, fish, 

beans, eggs, and nuts.  It is low in saturated 

fats, trans fats, cholesterol, sodium/salt, and add-

ed sugars. Stays within your calorie needs. 

Focus on Healthy Food Choices - Choose 

the GO, SLOW, and WHOA foods: 

GO FOODS – are the lowest in fats and added 

sugar. They are nutrient dense with a better 

source of vitamins, minerals, and other nutrients 

important to health.  Examples of GO foods are 

fruits, vegetables, whole grains, fat-free and low-

fat milk products, lean meats, poultry, fish, beans, 

egg whites, or egg substitute. 

SLOW FOODS - are higher in fat, added sugar, 

and calories.  SLOW foods include vegetables 

with added fat, white refined bread flour, low- fat 

mayonnaise, 2% low fat milk products, peanut 

butter, pizza, baked chips, and mac and 

cheese.  Have slow foods sometimes. 

 

Benjamin Scholarship 

Starting this spring, we will be giving away our first Benjamin post-high school $500 

scholarship to a current high school senior who attended Benjamin.  This group of 

seniors were a part of our 5th grade class the first year we were open!  This will be a 

yearly scholarship, so keep this in mind as your children become seniors!  Applications 

are due to our office by March 1, 2018.  More details are available on our website. 
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Benjamin Night at the Flying Aces Hockey Game:  Saturday, Apr il 14th at 7:00pm - Our 3rd-5th grade Chorus members will 
sing the National Anthem. Discounted tickets will be available - flyer coming soon! 

Concert Dates ~ Thursday, April 26th at NCHS ~ 5:00 pm ~ 4th Grade/6:00 pm ~ 1st Grade/7:00 pm ~ Chorus 

Dine to Donate 
Our Buffalo Wild Wings dine to donate was so successful they invited us back! Mark your calen-

dars and head to BWW, March 12th. Flyers will be coming home with your student soon. Please present the flyer to 

your server. We will also have it on the Benjamin PTO Facebook page. 

Altitude! We will have a jumping good time on Monday, March 19th from 4:00 pm-8:00 pm at the new indoor tram-

poline park, Altitude.  

Coming soon… Subway, April 12th, and Gill Street, May 15th. 

WHOA FOODS – are the highest in fat 

and sugar.  They are calorie dense foods 

and low in vitamins, minerals, and other 

needed nutrients.  Have WHOA foods 

once in a while, and when you do have 

them, have small portions.  Examples of 

WHOA foods are whole-milk products, 

fried foods, bakery sweets, candy, soda, 

chips, sugary cereals, and creamy salad 

dressings. 

Karen Reichard BSN, RN 

School Nurse 



Unit 5 will implement 12 Late Start Wednesdays this year, which will 

have all students arriving one hour later than regular school start times.  

Elementary schools will start at 8:45 A.M. on these days.  Transporta-

tion pick up times will run one hour later on these days than on regular 

days. 

 

The purpose of Late Starts is to allow Unit 5 staff members to meet for 

90 minutes of job embedded professional development and collabora-

tion, which will improve classroom instruction, enhancing the learning 

opportunity for students, despite the state’s financial crisis. Research 

supports ongoing, sustained, results oriented collaboration. 

This common meeting time will allow teachers to: continue training in 

literacy practices and assessments, develop student achievement 

goals driven by data, collaborate in the development of instructional 

strategies, develop common course assessments, analyze assessment 

data to guide instruction, collaborate on differentiating instruction for 

students, and enhance classroom technology integration through train-

ing. 

Upcoming Late Starts: Mar. 7th & 21st 

 

Benjamin Elementary School 

6006 Ireland Grove Rd. 

Bloomington, IL 61705 

http://www.unit5.org/Domain

/9 

Benjamin Calendar 

Phone: 309-557-4410 

Fax: 309-557-4511 

Benjamin Mission Statement 
The Benjamin Bear community will educate and 
empower all students to be proactive leaders. 

McLean County Unit 5 
Late Starts During the 2017-2018 School Year 

PTO News   

Please join us for our Feb-

ruary PTO Meeting on 

Monday, March 12th at 

6:30 pm in the IMC at 

Benjamin.    

Thank you to everyone 

who donated items for 

our wonderful Carnival 

Baskets!  We have some 

great raffle items for our 

Carnival this Friday night!!  

Be sure to stop by the 

IMC to see all of  the bas-

kets.  Thank you, also, to 

everyone who will be vol-

unteering in any way.  We 

so appreciate each one of  

you!  Thanks, also, to all 

of  our staff  volunteers! 

March 2nd 5:00-8:30 pm ~ Benjamin Big Top Carnival 

  5:00 pm ~ 2nd Trimester Grades Available to Parents 

  5th Grade Cheerleading Try Out Packets & Recommendations Due to Evans 

March 6th-April 20th PARCC Testing Window for 3rd-5th Grades 

March 5th-7th  5th Grade Cheerleading Tryouts ~ Evans 

March 7th 8:45 am ~ Late Start 

  2:30-3:15 pm ~ Student Council Meeting ~ IMC 

  2:30-3:30 pm ~ Chorus 

  4:00-5:00 pm ~ Chess 

March 12th 6:30 pm ~ PTO Meeting ~ IMC 

March 13th 8:30 am or 1:15 pm ~ Kindergarten Pre-Registration 

March 14th 2:30-3:30 pm ~ Chorus 

  4:00-5:00 pm ~ Chess ~ K-8 Champs Only 

March 19th 4:00-8:00 pm ~ Dine to Donate at Altitude Trampoline Park 

March 20th 6:00-7:30 pm ~ Art Show ~ Gym 

March 21st 8:45 am ~ Late Start 

  2:30-3:30 pm ~ Chorus 

  4:00-5:00 pm ~ Chess Party 

March 23rd  Last Day of School Before Spring Break 

March 26th-April 2nd Spring Break 

April 3rd  School Resumes 

April 4th  2:30-3:15 pm ~ Student Council Meeting ~ IMC 

  2:30-3:30 pm ~ Chorus 

April 9th  6:30 pm ~ PTO Meeting ~ IMC 

April 12th Casual Pictures 

April 14th 7:00 pm ~ Benjamin Night at Flying Aces Hockey Game 



Valentine’s Day Parties ~ February 2018 



 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for the Benjamin event of the year!  For one special night, we turn the school into a 
fun environment with loads of inflatables in the gym, games in each of the commons, face painting, 
a balloon artist, a photo booth, great food in the cafeteria, and a terrific basket raffle in the IMC with 
lots of amazing baskets.  And this year, we will end the night with a special treat - the Gamma Phi 
Circus performing around 8 pm!!  We hope you can join us for all of the fun! 

To make the carnival a success...we need your help!  Please use the links below to volunteer for a 
shift during the night.  And if you can, we are also looking for donations for the night for drinks for 
the cafeteria and candy to use as prizes in games.  Thank you for helping! 

Volunteer Sign Up Link:  

 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844afab2fa6f58-2018 

 

Donations Sign Up Link: 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844afab2fa6f58-20181 

 

Please contact Dan Fischer, Carnival Chair, with any questions on the night 
at dfischer17@yahoo.com. 

Join Us for the Benjamin Big Top 
Carnival 2018 

(featuring the Gamma Phi Circus) 
 

March 2, 2018  
5:00 - 8:30 pm 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844afab2fa6f58-2018
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844afab2fa6f58-20181
mailto:dfischer17@yahoo.com

